
Minutes  
Board of Trustees 
May 14, 2015 | 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Eastern 

Conference Call 

Call to Order and Chair’s Remarks  
Fred Gorbet, Chair, called to order the duly noticed open meeting of the Board of Trustees (“Board”) of 
the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) on April 14, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. Eastern, and 
a quorum was declared present.  The agenda is attached as Exhibit A. 

Present at the meeting were:  

Board Members:  
Fred Gorbet, Chair 
Paul F. Barber 
Gerald W. Cauley, President and Chief Executive Officer 
Janice Case 
Robert G. Clarke  
David Goulding  
George Hawkins 
Doug Jaeger 
Kenneth G. Peterson  
Jan Schori 
Roy Thilly 

NERC Staff: 
Charles A. Berardesco, Senior Vice President, General Counsel, and Corporate Secretary 
Thomas Burgess, Vice President and Director of Reliability Assessment and Performance Analysis 
Howard Gugel, Director of Performance Analysis 
Mark G. Lauby, Senior Vice President and Chief Reliability Officer  
Janet Sena, Senior Vice President and Director of Policy and External Affairs 
Ganesh Velummylum, Senior Manager of System Analysis 
Brady Walker, Associate Counsel  

NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines  
Mr. Berardesco directed the participants’ attention to the NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines 
included with the advance meeting materials, and offered to address any questions regarding antitrust 
compliance or other related matters. 



2015 Summer Reliability Assessment 
Mr. Burgess provided an overview of the Summer Reliability Assessment (“SRA”).  He stated that the 
SRA reflects anticipated reliability conditions for the summer months and presents recommendations 
as appropriate.  Mr. Burgess thanked the Planning Committee and the Regional Entities for their work 
to gather and analyze the data used in the SRA.  He noted that this year’s SRA includes a focus on an 
operational risk perspective which is intended as a pilot analysis designed to provide additional clarity 
on anticipated reliability performance over the summer.  

Mr. Velummylum provided an overview of the SRA’s four key findings, i) sufficient generation  
resources are in place to meet summer peak demand, ii) ongoing retirements and the addition of 
natural gas and variable generation will continue to transform the resource mix, iii) the California 
drought is not expected to impact Bulk-Power System (“BPS”) reliability because of additional new 
generation resources, and iv) ongoing natural gas infrastructure expansion and outages in New England 
are not expected to impact summer reliability.  He noted that NERC will continue to monitor changes in 
the resource mix due to retirements and the factors which contribute to those changes, such as new 
environmental regulations and increased gas prices.  Mr. Velummylum also summarized the 
operational risk assessment included with the SRA which involved the analysis of scenarios reflecting 
normal and extreme conditions in an effort to provide increased insight into potential reliability 
impacts. 

The Board engaged in a discussion of the SRA and its findings, and several Trustees offered comments 
and suggestions.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Board authorized the Summer Reliability 
Assessment for publication, substantially in the form as presented to the Board, together with changes 
reflecting the comments of Trustees. 

The SRA will be made available to the public via NERC’s website.  

2015 State of Reliability Report 
Mr. Burgess stated that the State of Reliability Report (“SORR”) is one of NERC’s premier reports and 
that the intent of the SORR is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the performance of the BPS.  He 
thanked the many stakeholders and subject matter experts who contributed to the development of the 
SORR, as well as the members of the Operating and Planning Committees for their work in gathering 
and analyzing data from across the ERO Enterprise.   

Mr. Gugel summarized the SORR’s seven key findings, i) severe weather continues to impact BPS 
reliability, ii) no load loss occurred due to cyber or physical security events in 2014, iii) the average 
severity of transmission outages is declining, iv) unplanned transmission outages resulting in loss of 
load have decreased significantly, v) the frequency response trend remains stable, vi) protection 
system misoperations began to trend lower in 2014 but remains a key area of focus for the ERO 
Enterprise, and vii) the use of Level 3 Energy Emergency Alerts continues to decline. 

The Board engaged in a discussion of the SORR and its findings, and several Trustees offered comments 
and suggestions.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Board accepted the State of Reliability 
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Report substantially in the form as presented to the Board, together with changes reflecting the 
comments of Trustees, endorsed the recommendations contained therein, and authorized the Report’s 
publication.   

The SORR will be made available to the public via NERC’s website. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was 
adjourned at 1:40 p.m. Eastern. 

Submitted by, 

Charles A. Berardesco 
Corporate Secretary 
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